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MiQua. LVR-Jewish Museum in the Archeological Quarter in 
Cologne – An Overview 

 

MiQua from Obenmarspforten (simulation). © Wandel Lorch Architekten 

Name & Purpose 

A new museum of international significance is currently being built in Cologne at the heart of the 

city centre: MiQua. LVR-Jewish Museum in the Archeological Quarter in Cologne. The 

name MiQua is short for “Museum in the Quarter” and it refers to the 6,000 m2 of excavation 

work taking place right underneath the town hall square in the city’s Archaeological Quarter. 

More than two thousand years of Cologne’s history have come to light here – first in 1953, 

then more intensively from the 1990s onwards and above all after 2007 – from the monumental 

Praetorium where the Roman governor once resided to the medieval Jewish Quarter and 

the Christian Goldsmiths’ Quarter. Above these archaeological monuments, a new museum 

building will house exhibitions both permanent and temporary, offering insights into the 

archaeology below ground, including the medieval Synagogue and the ritual Jewish bath, the 

Mikveh, which is also reflected in the name MiQua. 

Owner & Operator 

In 2013 the Rhineland Regional Council (LVR) and the City of Cologne signed a 

framework agreement to implement the museum project. The City of Cologne is the 

developer and owner of the museum and archaeological monuments and is responsible for 

constructing and equipping the museum, maintaining the building and carrying out the 

excavations. The archaeological input is provided by “Archäologische Zone”, a direct works 

department run by the city council, and the Romano-Germanic Museum/Department of 

Archaeological Monument Conservation, which are city council institutions. The State of North 

Rhine-Westphalia has contributed funds towards the construction costs. The LVR is drawing 

up the conceptual blueprint for the museum and its operations.  

After the handover, scheduled for late 2024, the LVR will become the operator and will 

run the museum as an independent agency. A six-month test phase is envisaged prior to the 

official opening. The City of Cologne reports on building costs, cost movements and the precise 

timeline. 

However, the Praetorium and the museum’s education center can be used by the MiQua from 

2021. The two locations as well as the underground area of the museum under the ceiling field 

in front of the Wallraf-Richartz-Museum & Fondation Corboud, will host events in 2021 on the 

occasion of the nationwide festive year "1700 years of Jewish life in Germany". 
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Unique Features & Museum Blueprint 

The sensational excavations in Cologne’s Archaeological 

Quarter are unique in the international arena and they 

provide the focus for the museum concept. A 600-metre 

tour under the town hall square will guide visitors through 

6,000 m2 of exhibition space, integrating numerous original 

features with some of the most significant archaeological finds from two thousand years of 

history in the city of Cologne and the Rhineland: Roman history from the 1st to the 4th 

century, Jewish history from the 11th to the early 15th century and again from the 19th to 

the 20th century, and medieval and early modern urban history from the 7th to the 20th 

century. 

The archaeological remains of the Praetorium – the governor’s palace and the centre of 

Roman rule on the Rhine – are unmatched in size and condition, having been preserved 

underneath the fabric of a big, modern city as it evolved above ground. Equally 

outstanding are the relics of the Jewish Quarter with its Synagogue and ritual bath, the 

Mikveh, dating from the 11th and 12th centuries, together with other residential and 

communal buildings, not least a hospital and dance hall. In no other German town has a 

medieval Jewish Quarter of such magnitude survived. 

Thanks to these archaeological finds and features and the few written sources, the first section 

of the permanent exhibition will facilitate an uncommonly well-researched and 

complete presentation of German Jewish history in the Middle Ages. This has rarely 

been highlighted by museums to date and constitutes a ground-breaking conceptual emphasis. 

 

Panoramic view (fisheye lens) of the excavations led by Dr Marcus Trier in 2013. In the foreground the exposed cellars 

dating from the medieval to the modern era. The Synagogue is beneath the tent. © Christina Kohnen / Stadt Köln 

“The star of the 
museum is the 

monument!” 
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The museum blueprint remains intricately interwoven with the architecture of the museum 

building, a hall-like structure erected over the archaeology to shield it. The new building has 

no interior supports: its glazed load-bearing structure encases plenums, enabling air to 

circulate over the excavations while permitting multiple views from the upper exhibition levels 

onto the archaeological features below. In addition, the upper level contains spaces for events 

and for permanent and special exhibitions to complement and enrich the content of the 

museum.  

The history of Jews in Cologne from the 15th century 

onwards is reflected in the second section of the permanent 

exhibition in the new museum building, where the 

narrative continues into the present. It is embedded within 

the historical context of the city as a whole and also within 

German Jewish and European Jewish history. This methodology has been adopted by 

historiographers for many decades: Jewish history is not studied in isolation but as an integral 

part of universal history. MiQua offers tremendous potential to share this research approach 

with the broader public. 

The Jews and Christians of Cologne often crossed paths in their everyday lives, as the 

written and material sources vividly illustrate. Together, for example, they defended the town 

wall around Cologne, and for a while they shared the use of the butchers’ row on the old 

marketplace. With many exhibits it is impossible to tell whether they originated from a Jewish 

or a non-Jewish household. This exhibition has the potential to dispel age-old clichés, some of 

which still persist today. 

The question of cultural identity 

runs like a thread through every 

section of the permanent 

exhibition, and a versatile picture 

emerges. The guiding principle, 

both along the archaeological tour 

and in the period-based displays in 

the new building, is to narrate 

Jewish history and culture from 

multiple perspectives and through 

people who set their stamp on 

urban life in Cologne. The museum 

draws life from the very place 

where it is located. Two thousand 

years of European history can be 

observed and experienced here. MiQua will be a forum for collecting, studying and spreading 

knowledge about history and culture. The aim is not simply to showcase existing items, but to 

illustrate how people in different times and with different interests organised their lives within 

society, and how the various stakeholders co-existed side by side with all their similarities and 

differences. History is the springboard for references to our own day, revealing both change 

and continuity. Archaeology operates here like an open book setting out two thousand 

years of history.   

“Jewish history is 
part of universal 

history.” 

 
Archaeological tour of the Jewish Quarter, arriving at the Synagogue 

(simulation). © Wandel Lorch Architekten 
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Architecture 

The New Museum Building 

Facts & Figures 

Planning began Planning decision: 28 September 2008 

Architecture 

competition 

“Archaeological Zone and Jewish Museum, Cologne” 

Awarded on 13 June 2008 to Wandel, Hoefer, Lorch & Hirsch (now 

Wandel Lorch Architekten) in Saarbrücken 

Application & 

consent  

Planning application: 1 June 2010 

Planning consent: 29 September 2016 

Building began Foundation pit commenced: 23 July 2015 

Foundation stone 28 June 2018, with Armin Laschet, Prime Minister of the State of 

North Rhine-Westphalia. The foundation stone was designed and 

made by master stonemason Markus Heindl of the Cologne lodge. 

Opening Scheduled for end of 2024 after a six-month pilot phase 

Implementation Project development/Client’s representative: Facility Management 

Unit of the City of Cologne  

Project management: Dress & Sommer 

Design/ exhibition planning: Wandel Lorch Architekten 

Site management: ZAC, Zoppelt Architektur Controlling 

Dimensions Site: 9,449 m2, of which: 6,177.43 m2 built surface 

Dedicated exhibition space: Archaeological Zone approx. 6,000 m2,  

Jewish Museum: 420.50 m2 

Façade height: 11.50 to 13.50 m from Level 01 / Entrance level  

Façade width: 10 to 40 m 

Floors & spaces Level 00 / Archaeological Zone and Praetorium: exhibition floor and 

ancillary rooms 

Level 01 / Foyer and balcony level: start of tour, plenum 

Level 02 / Exhibition floor, ticket counter, cloakroom, plenums with 

sightlines to levels 00 and 01, ancillary rooms 

Level 03 / Technical installations 

Disabled access Inside and outside 

 
Design & Implementation 

The new museum at the heart of Cologne is a major stepping-stone along the “Via 

Culturalis”, the cultural axis linking sites such as the Cathedral, the Museum Ludwig, the 

Philharmonia, the Romano-Germanic Museum, the Town Hall, the Wallraf-Richartz Museum 

and the church St. Maria im Kapitol. Cologne’s two-thousand-year history is marked by many 

layers of construction, most of them invisible today. Rathausplatz, for example, is defined 

below ground by the archaeology and above ground by the urban fabric. Historically this was a 

densely built area with a very small-scale structure of little squares and narrow alleyways with 

names like Portalsgasse or Judengasse. 
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The design is intended to reflect the place as it evolved over time, flagging up the 

historical ground plan, highlighting the layers as a general principle and making this 

the defining theme of the new museum. The distinctive feature here is that the exhibition 

presents the structural fabric of two completely different periods, both supremely important in 

the history of the city and inseparably interwoven in conceptual, historical and material terms: 

the Roman Section and the Jewish Quarter. A paradigmatic example is the former Council 

Chapel, built over the foundations of the Synagogue. The prime task of the new 

architecture is to preserve the two-thousand-year-old fragments in situ by providing 

a shield, while making them visible and offering a space for exhibits and 

accompanying notes. So as not to disturb the historical layers, the museum is free of 

columns and floats over the archaeological dig like an additional layer. This creates 

direct sightlines from the exhibition level above ground to the excavations below ground. The 

close link between the two sections of the museum enables visitors to form a general 

impression before delving down into the history. 

The layering principle of the design is mirrored in the exterior. The lofty plenum over 

the excavations is contained by 

translucent glass, allowing filtered 

natural light to enter. The new 

building is open to the city: glass 

panels sparingly positioned offer 

glimpses into the interior, 

revealing the Synagogue and 

Mikveh as key exhibits. By 

contrast, the museum in the 

upper segment of the new 

building has been clad – for 

reasons to do with conservation 

and exhibition technicalities – in 

an almost unbroken stone façade. 

Apertures here grant visitors 

glimpses of the exterior – out 

onto the new Rathausplatz, for 

example, and the Renaissance 

arcade that fronts the town hall. 

The objective is to repair the historical urban fabric. The new building is not built 

over the square but delineates the shape of the square, responding to a long-felt 

need to restore cohesion. 

The brief for the new museum was not only, however, to assert a presence in an urban setting 

that is as contradictory as it is rich, but also to combine functional objectives literally under a 

single roof. To this end, the layering concept generates additional content and 

complexity.  

  

 
The new museum building will restore the contained form of the 

original town hall square (simulation). © Wandel Lorch Architekten 
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Below ground the entire excavation site is restated as an exhibition trail full of variety that 

takes visitors on a walking tour through the urban history of Cologne, enriched by significant 

finds and embedded in historical context. Above ground this tour continues through the 

museum, clustering around the voids and plenums for the Synagogue and Mikveh as 

authentic, in situ elements. There will be a sequence of spaces permitting a variety of 

conceptual strategies for the permanent exhibition, followed by a modular zone for 

changing themed exhibitions. The education programme makes a priority of inclusive 

access to the content whilst keeping all the monuments intact. Enhanced by the use of 

numerous haptic and audio-visual media, this tour through the city’s history appeals to all 

the senses, lending vivid expression to the history of the centre of Cologne and restoring it to 

the urban memory. 

 

 

3D model of the exhibition trail through the archaeological site © Wandel Lorch Architekten/Architectura Virtualis 
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The Permanent Exhibition 

Jewish History and Culture 

Jewish history and culture will feature in two exhibition areas at MiQua. In the light of the 

historical records, the archaeological structures and finds are particularly fascinating. As early 

as 321, Emperor Constantine issued a decree stating that Jews could be elected to the curia 

in Cologne. The archaeological tour on the lower level runs through the medieval Jewish 

Quarter of Cologne as it has been unearthed by the excavations. It was during this period 

from the 11th to the 15th century that the Synagogue is known to have undergone its four 

phases of construction. These can be visited, as can the vestiges of the ritual bath (Mikveh), 

the dance hall, the hospital and the houses of Jewish families. Finds and historical sources 

serve to introduce individuals who lived and worked here. The outstanding collection of slate 

tablets displaying Hebrew names, biblical quotations and writing exercises is unmatched 

anywhere in the world. They illustrate life within the Jewish community and its strong ties with 

the town, bringing to life Jewish history as an integral part of Cologne’s history. The unique 

written sources include the “Judenschreinsbuch”, a kind of medieval Jewish land registry 

listing details of property ownership, but also agreements drawn up between Jewish and 

Christian neighbours in the Jewish Quarter. To this will be added, in the immediate vicinity of 

the Synagogue, the Amsterdam Mahzor, spectacularly acquired for the collection in 2017 

(see page 11), which will be a pivotal feature in the future exhibition.  

  

 
Archaeological tour through the Jewish Quarter, the path from the Synagogue to the 

Goldsmiths’ houses (simulation) © Wandel Lorch Architekten 
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The second period covered by the exhibition rooms in the new building begins with the 

expulsion of the Jews from Cologne in 1424 and continues down to the present. Three 

segments address Jewish history and culture in Cologne, focusing on individuals who exerted 

an influence, witnessed key events or explored issues of Jewish identity. 

The first segment addresses the exhibition and collection of Judaica in Cologne over the 

last 100 years. Drawing on a number of examples – from the Werkbund Exhibition in 1914 to 

“Monumenta Judaica” in 1963/64, which presented “2,000 years of history and culture on the 

Rhine” – different motivations, approaches and historical contexts for the exhibition of “Jewish” 

objects are showcased here. This is a stage where collectors and curators can express their 

views. The second segment tackles Jewish history from the biographical perspective of 

individuals who have lived here in the last 600 years. Figures such as Ernst Zwirner, the 

architect of the Glockengasse Synagogue, or the Sterns, a husband and wife who in 1798 were 

among the first Jews to return to Cologne after the medieval expulsion, personify the close ties 

between Jewish and non-Jewish history in Cologne in both past and present. The third 

segment of the exhibition offers an interactive, digital tour of the city, a chance to discover 

places in Cologne that play a part in Jewish history and culture or are defined as Jewish. 

Different guides link the museum to its urban environment within a reciprocal relationship. 

Cologne’s Jewish history and culture are presented as a history of places and authentic 

sites, their past, present and future. 

  

 
The medieval Mikveh © Michael van den Bogaard / Stadt Köln 
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The Permanent Exhibition 

Roman Section with Praetorium 

The second major component in the underground archaeological tour is the Praetorium. As 

the administrative seat of the province Germania Inferior (Lower Germany) and the centre of 

Roman rule on the Rhine, the Praetorium plays a role in the application for listing as the 

UNESCO World Heritage site “Frontiers of the Roman Empire – The lower German Limes”, 

currently being prepared by the German states of North Rhine-Westphalia and Rhineland-

Palatinate together with the Netherlands, which will be submitted to UNESCO in Paris in 

January 2020. 

This impressive complex of buildings was excavated in 1953 by Otto Doppelfeld on behalf of 

the City of Cologne, which was planning after the Second World War to build a new town hall on 

this site. The monumental ruins of this governor’s palace from Roman times had survived in 

better condition than anywhere else, and the archaeologist succeeded in preserving them for 

posterity and making them accessible. This called for a huge effort to preserve the built 

monument so shortly after the destruction wrought by the Second World War. For several 

decades, visitors were only able to see part of the Roman palace. Now almost the entire structure 

is to be accessible within MiQua, which will link the old part to the new. The display will also 

feature the latest research on this prestigious architecture, which was a heavyweight in the 

urban silhouette as seen from the opposite shore of the River Rhine. The most significant 

archaeological excavation finds will now become museum exhibits. They tell the tale of 

Agrippina and the origins of the settlement, the dawn of the Roman province with Cologne as its 

capital and seat of government, right down to the last identifiable Roman dignitaries in Late 

Antiquity. 

 

Archaeological tour in the Praetorium, a view of the Octagon (simulation)  

© Wandel Lorch Architekten 
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The Praetorium was altered a number of times during various construction phases between the 

1st and the 4th century, and it was completely rebuilt at least twice. Visitors can distinguish 

the four key construction phases by observing the archaeological relics. Plans, models and 

digital reconstructions of the architecture round off the picture. In addition to the 

commentaries on these structural remains and the personal introductions to powerful Romans 

who resided here, dedicated areas of the exhibition will throw light on the role played in the 

province by the Roman governors, on Roman praetoria in other countries and on special 

themes such as protective strategies for the archaeological monuments in Cologne. MiQua will 

demonstrate many links between Roman Cologne and today’s city and with the Roman Empire 

on a larger scale. 

In the 5th century, power in Cologne and along the Lower Rhine shifted from the Romans to 

the Franks, whose kings sometimes resided in the Praetorium. Visitors can hear stories from 

this turbulent era at the audio points. Eventually, probably in the late 8th century during the 

reign of Charlemagne, parts of the monumental Roman building subsided towards the river. 

The subsoil gave way, the foundations revealed huge sags and cracks. With that the Roman 

palace lost its stately function. Residential quarters and later the town hall began to emerge in 

its place. In the 11th century, the Synagogue was built where the governor’s aula had once 

stood. Until this neighbourhood was destroyed in the Second World War, the cellars of modern 

housing blocks contained Roman ruins – until the excavations that began in 1953. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
The Octagon in the Praetorium © Stefan Arendt / LVR-ZMB 
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The Permanent Exhibition 

MiQua Highlights 

Gold earring from the Christian Goldsmiths’ Quarter 

The most valuable find from the excavation was dug up, 

of all places, from the pit of a medieval latrine. How it 

landed there is unclear. The earring was bent when it was 

discovered – perhaps it was going to be taken apart and 

the components recycled. Repairs had been made in two 

places on the back. The object was probably 200 to 300 

years old when it ended up in the latrine. The closest 

comparison can be drawn to the “Empress Jewels” found 

in Mainz, testifying to the outstanding quality of this 

precious item. It was probably made by a workshop in 

Byzantium. The crescent-shaped body wrought in gold is 

set with pearls, turquoises and beads of dark red glass. At 

the centre is a recycled ancient cameo depicting a cupid 

with a butterfly. The decorative gold wire filigree and 

granulation between the gems were made to high artistic  

standards. The gold earring will go on display in Haus 

Koppe in the section devoted to the Goldsmiths’ Quarter. 

The Amsterdam Mahzor 

The Amsterdam Mahzor, a 13th-century liturgical book 

containing prayers and above all poems (piyyutim) for 

Jewish high holidays, is the earliest medieval illuminated 

manuscript with a demonstrable link to Cologne, borne out 

by aspects of liturgy and art history. The Mahzor is a 

unique artefact and a key document of Jewish culture in 

the Middle Ages, and its origins establish a direct 

reference to the site of the museum. It is to be displayed 

in the museum in the immediate vicinity of the 

Synagogue, where it was read in medieval times. 

History took the manuscript out of the Rhineland to 

Amsterdam, where it is known to have been located since 

the 17th century. The joint acquisition of the Mahzor by 

the LVR and the Joods Historisch Museum in Amsterdam is 

the best possible tribute to this history: there is evidence 

of its relationship with both Cologne and Amsterdam, and 

it was a part of the Jewish tradition in both places. 

  

 
Gold earring (ASK 0000307) 
Height incl. hoop: 4.6 cm; width: 3.5 cm; 
depth: 0.6 cm; weight: 7.7 g. 
Date: 2nd half of the 10 c. to 1st half of 
the 11th c. 
© Christina Kohnen / Stadt Köln 

 
Amsterdam Mahzor 
Folio 180b: “Kol Nidre”, ca. 1250.  
© Joods Historisch Museum, Amsterdam 
and Landschaftsverband Rheinland * 
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The Amsterdam Mahzor grants visitors insights into the as yet unfamiliar world of medieval 

Jewish life in Germany, and in particular Jewish culture in Cologne. For MiQua this is an 

extraordinary opportunity to present an outstanding example of Jewish cultural history in the 

German-speaking territories at its place of origin. This is unique in Germany. 

* Acquired in 2017 by the Rhineland Regional Council (LVR)and the Joods Historisch Museum, 

Amsterdam, with support of Kulturstiftung der Länder, Ernst von Siemens Kunststiftung, 

Kulturförderung des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen, C.L. Grosspeter Stiftung, Rheinischer 

Sparkassen- und Giroverband as well as Kreissparkasse Köln and Sparkasse KölnBonn 

Fortuna, the Roman goddess of fortune 

The Praetorium excavations in 1953 unearthed a valuable find 

that will become an exhibition highlight in the Roman Section: 

the head of a little statue of the Roman goddess Fortuna. 

Fortuna was very popular with the Romans and was believed to 

bring good fortune and security in both the private and the public 

realm. The limestone sculpture shows the goddess wearing a 

diadem in her hair. In her left hand she originally held a horn of 

plenty, and in her right hand probably a rudder. They symbolise 

wealth and safe travel. Among Fortuna’s other roles was 

protecting the maritime transport of cereals. In Roman times 

Cologne was a major hub for reloading cereal shipped from 

Britain. Consequently the little statue will probably be placed in 

the Praetorium in the segment devoted to the 2nd and 3rd 

centuries of the Common Era. 

  

 
Statue of Fortuna 
Height: 25 cm; width: 15 cm; 
depth: 15 cm; weight: 19.5 kg. 
Date: 2nd/3rd c. CE  
© Sebastian Ristow / LVR 
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Background  

The Rhineland Regional Council (LVR) 

The Rhineland Regional Council (Landschaftsverband Rheinland, LVR) is a local government 

association made up of 13 towns and 12 districts in the Rhineland and the urban region of 

Aachen. According to the constitution of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, local affairs are 

to be managed independently by local councils. Frequently, however, tasks of this kind extend 

beyond the borders of separate administrative units: examples are cultural activities, health, 

education, or youth and social services. For this reason there are two regional associations of 

local authorities in the State of North Rhine-Westphalia: LVR, based in Cologne, is one, and 

the other is Landschaftsverband Westfalen-Lippe (LWL), based in Münster. They perform 

functions of this kind on behalf of towns and districts in the region and are important 

components in the administrative structure of North Rhine-Westphalia. In this way the 

principle of self-management in local affairs, with local residents participating in the 

administration of governance, is also applied on a regional level. 

The LVR maintains 20 museums across the Rhineland, including the LandesMuseum 

Bonn, the Archaeological Park in Xanten with its Roman Museum, the two open-air museums 

in Kommern and Lindlar, the Max Ernst Museum in Brühl and the LVR Industrial Museum with 

its six different locations. Moreover, the LVR is responsible for conserving monuments in the 

Rhineland and for preserving archaeological monuments and ensuring that they are safe. 

More details at: https://lvr.de 

 

The Long Night of Museums in the Praetorium © Michael Jakobs / LVR 

  

https://lvr.de/
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Background 

MiQua Friends: Association for the Promotion of the LVR 
Jewish Museum in the Archaeological Quarter in Cologne 

Founded originally in 1996 as a “non-profit association for the promotion of a building and 

museum for Jewish culture in North Rhine-Westphalia”, the “MiQua Friends” placed the 

construction and operation of a Jewish museum on the square outside Cologne’s 

town hall on their agenda from the outset. Then as now, acquiring donations and creating a 

climate conducive to the project and the location among politicians, the general public and the 

media were key activities. In 2002 the association and the City of Cologne jointly organised a 

symposium on the purpose and content of a house and museum devoted to Jewish 

culture with eminent experts from Germany and abroad. In 2008 the association worked with 

the City of Cologne to hold an architectural competition for the new museum. A year later it 

handed over its initial role as developer in this ambitious project to the City of Cologne and 

resolving instead to continue its work in the supporting role of an association of friends. Since 

30 November 2017 it has been known officially as “MiQua Friends: Association for the 

Promotion of the LVR Jewish Museum in the Archaeological Quarter in Cologne”, 

extending its radius to MiQua project as a whole. 

Activities funded by the association include public promotion of the museum project – 

for example at town festivals, the Cologne Museum Festival and the Long Night of Museums, 

International Museum Day and Open Monument Day. The MiQua Friends also contributed 

financially to designing an information fence around the construction site. Another focus is 

fundraising from donations and grants to help MiQua purchase exhibits such as the 

Amsterdam Mahzor, to restore excavation finds, to support the educational presentation 

of museum content based on principles of inclusion and integration and to help ensure 

disability access. 

There is also vigorous backing for lectures and publications. 2011 saw the launch of a series 

of volumes on Judaeo-Rhenish history called “Beiträge zur rheinisch-jüdischen 

Geschichte”, which has since produced issues devoted to Jews in Roman Cologne, the 

Synagogue in Glockengasse in 1861–1939, cultural transfers from Cologne to Tel Aviv, and 

most recently “An Encounter With Two Millenia“, which outlines the latest conceptual strategy 

for MiQua. LVR Jewish Museum in the Archaeological Quarter in Cologne (2018). This volume is 

also available in English. 

Serving on the Executive Board are founding director Dr Thomas Otten, Dr Christiane 

Twiehaus, who heads MiQua’s Department of Jewish History and Culture, and Dr Marcus Trier, 

director of the Romano-Germanic Museum. The lawyer Dr Klaus Burghard has chaired the 

Board since 2010. 

More details at: https://miqua.blog/tag/foerdergesellschaft/  

  

https://miqua.blog/tag/foerdergesellschaft/
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Background 

The MiQua Team 

 

Amsterdam Mahzor and MiQua Team: Samantha Bornheim (MiQua-Freunde e. V.), Dr. Jens Scholten, Michelle 
Rossa, Franziska Gradl, Anke Sill, Anette Mazur, Kristina Känzler, Samuel Olbermann, Dr. Thomas Otten, Charlotte 
Pinon, Michael Jakobs, Sharon Nathan, Dr. Sebastian Ristow, Réka Konovaloff, Philipp Zimball, Dr. Tanja Potthoff, Dr. 
Christiane Twiehaus, Rene Emmendörffer. Foto: Annette Hiller/LVR-ZMB 

The MiQua team is interdisciplinary and brings together expertise from different fields, such 

as archaeology, Jewish and religious studies, monument conservation and preservation, 

history and art history. Partnerships with museums and research institutions at local, national 

and international level play a vital role, and academic standards are held high. Research 

findings and issues are the subject of regular reflection and are made available to a broad 

audience. 

Dr Thomas Otten was appointed as MiQua’s founding director in mid-2016. After 

studying pre- and early history, classical archaeology and ancient history, he managed the 

Rhenish Association for Monument and Landscape Conservation before heading the 

department of conservation and preservation at the public monument agency in the Ministry of 

Construction of North Rhine-Westphalia from 2006 to 2016. Between 2010 and 2015 he 

curated archaeology exhibitions on behalf of the federal state. He lectures at the Institute of 

Archaeology of Cologne University. 

Work on a conceptual framework for the museum began in summer 2014 under the 

guidance of Dr Thomas Otten, Dr Christiane Twiehaus as head of the Department of Jewish 

History and Culture, archaeologists Dr Tanja Potthoff and Prof. Sebastian Ristow and 

historian Dr Jens Scholten. The core team are currently engaged in implementation planning, 

notably detailing and producing media, scripts, visuals and objects for the permanent 

exhibition. 

This team is supported by project coordinator Réka Konovaloff, Michael Jakobs as head of 

press and public relations, trainee curators Charlotte Pinon and Franziska Gradl, research 

assistant Michelle Rossa, researcher Annette Mazur, the secretariat behind Anke Sill and 

the work of highly motivated student volunteers. The organisational, administrative and 

financial aspects of the museum’s structural development have been entrusted to business 

administrator Samuel Olbermann.  

More details about the team at: https://miqua.blog/team. 

https://miqua.blog/team
mailto:presse.miqua@lvr.de
https://miqua.lvr.de
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